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Now in its fifth year, the Awards - organised in partnership with Housing 
Essex, the Essex Developers Group (EDG), the South Essex Housing 
Group (SEHG) and the Essex Housing Officers Group (EHOG) - built on 
the success of previous programmes held in 2019, 2022, 2023 and 2024.

The Awards soft-launched at the Building New Communities Conference 
on 29 April 2025, followed by an official online launch on 1 May 2025. 
Twelve free-to-enter categories invited applications from across Essex, 
focusing on developments of all sizes, design, partnership projects, 
climate action, skills, meeting housing need, and more. This year’s 
programme included four updated or newly introduced categories: 
Meeting Housing Need - now split into separate categories for 
Homelessness and Specialist Housing - and two refreshed sustainability 
categories: Climate Action – Decarbonisation/Retrofit and Climate 
Action – Low or Zero Carbon in New Build. 

With entries closing on Friday, 27 June, and the judging panel convening 
on Friday, 25 July, the shortlist was announced on Thursday, 31 July.

Shortlisted applicants were invited to the Awards Ceremony, held on 
Thursday, 16 October, hosted once again by news broadcaster Mark 
Easton. For 2025, the event moved to a new and larger venue, Hylands 
House in Chelmsford.

More than 250 guests attended, enjoying a drinks reception, 
networking opportunities, and a two-course buffet meal. The highlight 
of the evening was the announcement of the award winners and the 
presentation of trophies.

The 2025 Essex Housing Awards (EHA), in 
association with Birketts, CHP and Estuary 
Housing Association celebrated the high-quality 
developments, services, and individuals from 
the public, private, and voluntary sectors who 
are promoting best practice across the county.

OVERVIEW
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		 Increased the number of sponsors and supporters 
for 2025, including headline partners.

		 Received 75 entries for the Awards, representing 
an 87% increase compared with 2024.

		 Continued to increase the participation of private 
organisations in the Awards and at the ceremony, 
further enhancing networking opportunities.

		 Added 221 followers during the Conference 
Marketing period of April - November 2025, a  
40% increase.

		 The Awards Ceremony expanded, with 250 guests 
in attendance on Thursday, 16 October  
- an increase of 80 guests compared with 2024.

		 Continued to develop the communications and 
marketing plan, as well as the Awards branding, 
to provide added value for partners, sponsors, 
supporters, and finalists. 

		 High levels of customer satisfaction were 
demonstrated through positive testimonials.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS
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NEW FOR 2025

Refresh of categories and criteria, including four 
updated or newly introduced categories:

•	 Climate Action – Decarbonisation/Retrofit 

•	 Climate Action – Low or Zero Carbon in New Build

•	 Meeting Housing Need – Homelessness

•	 Meeting Housing Need – Specialist Housing

		 Moved the Awards Ceremony venue from 
Greenwoods Hotel & Spa to Hylands House in 
Chelmsford, allowing us to accommodate more 
guests. 

The new venue enabled us to offer additional 
tickets to finalists at an ‘at cost’ rate and to 
welcome organisations not previously involved 
in the Ceremony. This expanded networking 
opportunities and increased the presence of 
private organisations at the event. 

Reintroduced post-announcement case studies 
on the winners, which continue to showcase the 
2025 winners long after the ceremony.

The 2025 programme introduced several exciting 
new elements, aimed at building on the previous 
year’s success and providing added value for 
partners, sponsors, and supporters.
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SPONSORS &  
SUPPORTERS 2025
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KEY STATISTICS

 

16 HIGHLY  
COMMENDED

AWARDS TIMETABLE
7 MONTH AWARDS CAMPAIGN 75

ENTRIES

250
ATTENDEES AT THE  

AWARDS CEREMONY 

13
WINNERS

APRIL NOV

16 OCTOBER 2025 
Awards 
Ceremony 

OVER

FROM

29
ENTRANTS

1 MAY 2025
Online Launch

29 APRIL 2025
Soft Launch

25 JULY 2025
Judging Panel 

31 JULY 2025
Shortlist 
Announced

27 JUNE 2025
Entry Deadline 
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MARKETING
STATISTICS

CAMPAIGN DATES: APRIL – NOVEMBER 2025

CHANNELS: LINKEDIN, MAILCHIMP, JOURNOLINK,  

HOUSING ESSEX WEBSITE

SOCIAL MEDIA: We have increased momentum on LinkedIn with the excitement of this year’s event. 

Since the launch of the 2025 Essex Housing Awards in April, Social media content on LinkedIn has 

increased followers by 221 to 775; there have been 41,086 post impressions (2,080 more than last year). 

It reached 21,572 people, with a post engagement rate of 10.63%. There were 1,104 post reactions and 

likes, 91 post shares, 40 comments, and 4,428 post clicks (182 more than last year), including 4,428 link 

clicks (183 more than last year). 

Next, the page reached 16,303 connections (701 more than last year), with a 8.47% page engagement 

rate based on 1,160 engagements. It also garnered 23 page shares, 4,531 page clicks (845 more than 

last year), 1,098 page reactions (22 more than last year), and 39 comments. Additionally, page and 

profile impressions reached up to 41,347 (8,246 more than last year). 

        JOURNOLINK

• Contacts emailed: 3,500 
[Winners]

• Opens: 461 [Shortlist]

• Unique views on the website: 90 
[Shortlist]

        LINKEDIN

• Followers: 775 (+40%)

• Page & Profile impressions: 
41,347 (+25%)

• Page Clicks: 4,531 (+23%)

• Post Impressions: 41,086 
(+5.3%)

• Page reach: 16,303 (+4.5%)

        EMAILS

• 7 Mailers sent

• Successful deliveries: 190 		
   [One month on]

• Total opens: 300 [Shortlist]

• Total clicks: 263  [Shortlist]

• Open rate: 35.3% - 66 	     	    	
	  opened [Post eventrelease]

• Click rate: 22.3% - 41 clicked 		
	  [Shortlist]

• Click to open rate: 64.4%  
   [One month on]

MAILS & PRESS RELEASES: Six e-mailers were sent through  

to Mailchimp to a localised, targeted database reaching 200  

businesses in the Housing Essex address book.  

We have also released the five news articles  

(view in the next slide) for the website on JournoLink to a  

database of over 3500 targeted press contacts (top number).
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NEWS 
ARTICLES

Throughout the campaign, six news articles were 
produced and posted on the Housing Essex website. 

Links to each post were shared on social media to 
drive engagement.

For full access to the news articles, please log in to your 
Housing Essex account, or become a member today:  
www.housingessex.org/become-a-member/ 

Please find links to the Housing Essex articles in Appendix (i).

Please find links to External Press articles featuring the Essex Housing 

Awards 2025 in Appendix (ii).

Please find a few social posts that stood out about the awards this year in 

Appendix (iii).

https://www.housingessex.org/become-a-member/
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WINNERS

MEETINGHOUSING NEED - 
SPECIALIST HOUSING

HOUSING & DEVELOPMENT 
PROFESSIONAL  

OF THE YEAR

SMALL HOUSING  
SCHEMES 

(1-24 homes)

EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN  
& PLACEMAKING

EXCELLENCE IN  
CONSTRUCTION SKILLS

LARGE HOUSING 
SCHEMES 

(101+ homes)

MEDIUM HOUSING  
SCHEMES 

(25-100 homes)

WINNER: Honeycroft 
Development - Tendring 

District Council

WINNER: Fitzroy Place 
- Anderson in partnership 

with CHP Housing

WINNER: Channels  
Phases 3 and 5 - JTP

WINNER: Re-Gen (UK) 
Construction WINNER: Southend-on-

Sea City Council

WINNER: Essex  
Supported and Specialist 

Housing and Accommodation 
Need Assessment  

(Housing Learning and  
Improvement Network and 

Essex County Council)

WINNER: Ursula 
Aitchison - CHP

Josh Alderton - Southend 
City Council

WINNER: Martin Berry 
- Southend on Sea City 

Council

WINNER: Oakview 
Walk - Stanley Bragg 

Architects Ltd 

THE MO SLADE 
RISING STAR AWARD

SMART  
WORKING

WINNER: Southend-on-
Sea City Council

CLIMATE ACTION – LOW 
OR ZERO CARBON IN 

NEW BUILD

CLIMATE ACTION  
– DECARBONISATION/ 

RETROFIT

MEETING HOUSING  
NEED - HOMELESSNESS

WINNER: The  
Temporary Accommodation 

and Homelessness  
Programme -  

Sempra Homes Ltd

WINNER: Sigma South 
Essex (SSE) -  

Basildon Council
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TESTIMONIALS

Thank you for an amazing evening of celebration last night 
at Hylands House with a packed-out room of housing 
professionals, architects, planners, surveyors, land agents, 
contractors and our rising stars. 

It has certainly proven to be a highlight of the year, and it’s 
been great seeing the public and private sector coming 
together to showcase the creativity, collaboration and 
commitment that defines our housing sector.’

It has certainly proven to be a highlight of the year, and it’s 
been great seeing the public and private sector coming 
together to showcase the creativity, collaboration and 
commitment that defines our housing sector.

Alastair Pollock,  
Strategy Coordinator (Housing), EDG & SEHG

“

“

I thought this year’s event was the best yet and we  
all thoroughly enjoyed the evening.  
Steven Kay,  
Partner and Head of Residential Development Sector Group, Birketts  

“ “

It was truly inspiring to see the achievements across Essex 
and to celebrate all the great work being done.  
Nina Ferster, Assets Surveyor,  
Property Services, Tendring District Council  

“ “

Thank you so much for all your hard work in organising a really 
excellent event last night. Our team really enjoyed ourselves. 
Onwards and upwards to Essex Housing Awards 2026!!!
Amy Butler Priestley MRICS,  
Associate Director, Oxbury Chartered Surveyors 

“ “

https://www.birketts.co.uk/
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TESTIMONIALS

Just wanted to say what a fantastic evening it was and thank 
you once again for reminding me to get our entry submitted. 
We will continue to work hard and hopefully get another 
scheme submitted in a future Essex Housing Awards.
Gerry Marshall, Director,  
Modus Architecture 

“

“

The team had a fantastic time.
Kate Jones,  
Peabody 

“ “

Quick note to say we really enjoyed the event last night, 
thanks to you all for organising.’
Matt Phillips,  
HGGT 

“ “

https://www.housingessex.org/essex-housing-awards-2024/
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16 OCTOBER 2025  
HYLANDS HOUSE

To view the full gallery, please click here - https://whitelabel.dash.app/sharing/type/asset/5bdf1b19-0294-4e90-8b8d-ce74734dfe97

https://www.housingessex.org/essex-housing-awards-2024/
https://whitelabel.dash.app/sharing/type/asset/5bdf1b19-0294-4e90-8b8d-ce74734dfe97
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APPENDICES

Appendix (i):

1.	 https://www.housingessex.org/essex-housing-awards-returns-to-spotlight-housing-excellence-in-2025/

2.	 https://www.housingessex.org/lets-chat-about-the-essex-housing-awards-new-categories/

3.	 https://www.housingessex.org/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-
is-out-now/

4.	 https://www.housingessex.org/get-to-know-the-sponsors-of-the-essex-housing-awards-2025/

5.	 https://www.housingessex.org/celebrating-excellence-essex-housing-awards-2025-honours-thebest-in-
the-sector/

6.	 https://www.housingessex.org/one-month-after-the-essex-housing-awards-2025-placemaking-pride-
and-potential/

Appendix (ii):

Business News/Journolink

https://businessnews.org.uk/article/KD7YJ7VE 
/essex-housing-awards-returns-to-spotlight-housing-
excellence-in-2025

https://businessnews.org.uk/article/9D4R06OD 
/lets-chat-about-the-essex-housing-awards- 
new-categories

https://businessnews.org.uk/article/LGYOL6Z 
E/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-
housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now https://
rosebuilders.co.uk/proud-housing-recognition/ 

https://businessnews.org.uk/article/PEKX1Y8G 
/celebrating-excellence-essex-housing-awards-2025-
honours-the-best-in-the-sector

 Other Sources 

https://www.southend.gov.uk/news/article/342 
0/southend-on-sea-city-council-leads-the-way-with-
four-wins-at-2025-essex-housing-awards 

https://www.basildon.gov.uk/article/11001/In-the-
News-Basildon-Council-and-Sempra-Homes-win-big-
at-Essex-Housing-Awards-2025

https://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/news/innovative-
sheltered-housing-development-in-lawford-wins-
prestigious-essex-housing-award

https://www.housinglin.org.uk/News/Housing-LIN-
and-Essex-County-Council-scoop-the-Essex-Housing-
Award-for-Specialist-Housing/

https://www.maldon.gov.uk/news/article/6979/
maldon_district_council_highly_commended_at_
essex_housing_awards

https://www.maldon.gov.uk/news/article/6951/
maldon_district_council_shortlisted_for_essex_
housing_award

https://www.colchester.gov.uk/info/cbc-
article/?catid=latest-news&id=KA-05030

https://dchconstruction.co.uk/shenfield-project-
shortlisted-for-essex-housing-awards-2025/

https://lesotholondon.org.uk/awards/the-judges-have-
deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-
is-out-now

https://tamdown.com/delighted-to-be-shortlisted-in-
this-years-essex-housing-awards/

https://www.maldonandburnhamstandard.co.uk/
news/25366833.maldon-district-council-shortlisted-
essex-housing-award/

https://marfleetandbradshaw.co.uk/%F0%9F%8C%BF-
exciting-news-award-winning-scheme-
%F0%9F%8C%BF/

https://www.maldonandburnhamstandard.co.uk/
news/25568960.maldon-district-council-recognised-
essex-housing-awards/

https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/2025/student-
construction-careers-programme-major-awards

https://www.housingessex.org/essex-housing-awards-returns-to-spotlight-housing-excellence-in-2025/
https://www.housingessex.org/lets-chat-about-the-essex-housing-awards-new-categories/

https://www.housingessex.org/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now/

https://www.housingessex.org/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now/

https://www.housingessex.org/get-to-know-the-sponsors-of-the-essex-housing-awards-2025/

https://www.housingessex.org/celebrating-excellence-essex-housing-awards-2025-honours-the-best-in-the-sector/
https://www.housingessex.org/celebrating-excellence-essex-housing-awards-2025-honours-the-best-in-the-sector/
https://www.housingessex.org/one-month-after-the-essex-housing-awards-2025-placemaking-pride-and-potential/
https://www.housingessex.org/one-month-after-the-essex-housing-awards-2025-placemaking-pride-and-potential/
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/KD7YJ7VE/essex-housing-awards-returns-to-spotlight-housing-excellence-in-2025
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/KD7YJ7VE/essex-housing-awards-returns-to-spotlight-housing-excellence-in-2025
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/KD7YJ7VE/essex-housing-awards-returns-to-spotlight-housing-excellence-in-2025
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/LGYOL6ZE/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/LGYOL6ZE/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/LGYOL6ZE/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/LGYOL6ZE/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/LGYOL6ZE/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/LGYOL6ZE/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/LGYOL6ZE/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/PEKX1Y8G/celebrating-excellence-essex-housing-awards-2025-honours-the-best-in-the-sector
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/PEKX1Y8G/celebrating-excellence-essex-housing-awards-2025-honours-the-best-in-the-sector
https://businessnews.org.uk/article/PEKX1Y8G/celebrating-excellence-essex-housing-awards-2025-honours-the-best-in-the-sector
https://www.southend.gov.uk/news/article/3420/southend-on-sea-city-council-leads-the-way-with-four-w
https://www.southend.gov.uk/news/article/3420/southend-on-sea-city-council-leads-the-way-with-four-w
https://www.southend.gov.uk/news/article/3420/southend-on-sea-city-council-leads-the-way-with-four-w
https://www.basildon.gov.uk/article/11001/In-the-News-Basildon-Council-and-Sempra-Homes-win-big-at-Essex-Housing-Awards-2025
https://www.basildon.gov.uk/article/11001/In-the-News-Basildon-Council-and-Sempra-Homes-win-big-at-Essex-Housing-Awards-2025
https://www.basildon.gov.uk/article/11001/In-the-News-Basildon-Council-and-Sempra-Homes-win-big-at-Essex-Housing-Awards-2025
https://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/news/innovative-sheltered-housing-development-in-lawford-wins-prestigious-essex-housing-award
https://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/news/innovative-sheltered-housing-development-in-lawford-wins-prestigious-essex-housing-award
https://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/news/innovative-sheltered-housing-development-in-lawford-wins-prestigious-essex-housing-award
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/News/Housing-LIN-and-Essex-County-Council-scoop-the-Essex-Housing-Award-for-Specialist-Housing/

https://www.housinglin.org.uk/News/Housing-LIN-and-Essex-County-Council-scoop-the-Essex-Housing-Award-for-Specialist-Housing/

https://www.housinglin.org.uk/News/Housing-LIN-and-Essex-County-Council-scoop-the-Essex-Housing-Award-for-Specialist-Housing/

https://www.maldon.gov.uk/news/article/6979/maldon_district_council_highly_commended_at_essex_housing_awards
https://www.maldon.gov.uk/news/article/6979/maldon_district_council_highly_commended_at_essex_housing_awards
https://www.maldon.gov.uk/news/article/6979/maldon_district_council_highly_commended_at_essex_housing_awards
https://www.maldon.gov.uk/news/article/6951/maldon_district_council_shortlisted_for_essex_housing_award
https://www.maldon.gov.uk/news/article/6951/maldon_district_council_shortlisted_for_essex_housing_award
https://www.maldon.gov.uk/news/article/6951/maldon_district_council_shortlisted_for_essex_housing_award
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/info/cbc-article/?catid=latest-news&id=KA-05030
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/info/cbc-article/?catid=latest-news&id=KA-05030
https://dchconstruction.co.uk/shenfield-project-shortlisted-for-essex-housing-awards-2025/
https://dchconstruction.co.uk/shenfield-project-shortlisted-for-essex-housing-awards-2025/
https://lesotholondon.org.uk/awards/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now
https://lesotholondon.org.uk/awards/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now
https://lesotholondon.org.uk/awards/the-judges-have-deliberatedthe-2025-essex-housing-awards-shortlist-is-out-now
https://tamdown.com/delighted-to-be-shortlisted-in-this-years-essex-housing-awards/
https://tamdown.com/delighted-to-be-shortlisted-in-this-years-essex-housing-awards/
https://www.maldonandburnhamstandard.co.uk/news/25366833.maldon-district-council-shortlisted-essex-housing-award/
https://www.maldonandburnhamstandard.co.uk/news/25366833.maldon-district-council-shortlisted-essex-housing-award/
https://www.maldonandburnhamstandard.co.uk/news/25366833.maldon-district-council-shortlisted-essex-housing-award/
https://marfleetandbradshaw.co.uk/%F0%9F%8C%BF-exciting-news-award-winning-scheme-%F0%9F%8C%BF/
https://marfleetandbradshaw.co.uk/%F0%9F%8C%BF-exciting-news-award-winning-scheme-%F0%9F%8C%BF/
https://marfleetandbradshaw.co.uk/%F0%9F%8C%BF-exciting-news-award-winning-scheme-%F0%9F%8C%BF/
https://www.maldonandburnhamstandard.co.uk/news/25568960.maldon-district-council-recognised-essex-housing-awards/
https://www.maldonandburnhamstandard.co.uk/news/25568960.maldon-district-council-recognised-essex-housing-awards/
https://www.maldonandburnhamstandard.co.uk/news/25568960.maldon-district-council-recognised-essex-housing-awards/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/2025/student-construction-careers-programme-major-awards
https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/2025/student-construction-careers-programme-major-awards
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APPENDICES

Appendix (iii):

Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DP6QZ1fDFHL/ 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DM-LgD2t5Ud/ 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQYv0Cpjg92/ 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DP6KDy5D1m0 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DP6RAUyjrP0/

https://www.instagram.com/p/CzOL9-riRE0/https://

www.instagram.com/p/CzL_xVStDtX/ https://

www.instagram.com/p/DQMQAt_kX9j/https://

www.instagram.com/p/DP6seS3Ej_Z/https://www.

instagram.com/p/DQL1gmdD_BQ/ 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DP4SC6eiAhr/https://

www.instagram.com/p/DNDxveetvhY/ 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DNDSdWRBAqT/ 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DQtqB-tEwq3 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DP5u6F1iDVw/  

LinkedIn

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/finc-
architects_finc-essexhousingawards-
housingactivity-7385950437172060161-
Ak6R?utm_source=share&utm_
medium=memberdesktop&rcm=ACoA 
ABvSTRMB32eCbFfh-BHMwSM_vt_N-h2pEAE

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ursula-
aitchison-7b8719183_essexhousingaward-
eha2025-activity-7384872232432402433-
V2HH?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_
desktop&rcm=ACoAABvSTRMB32eCbFfh-
BHMwSM_vt_N-h2pEAE

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/switchee-
limited_essexhousingawards-eha2025-
activity-7384890989473234944-_MMU?utm_
source=share&utm_medium=member_
desktop&rcm=ACoAABvSTRMB32eCbFfh-
BHMwSM_vt_N-h2pEAE

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/indecon-building-
limited_essexhousingawards-housingdevelopment-
teamwork-activity-7386027185741967360-
DJwM?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_
desktop&rcm=ACoAABvSTRMB32eCbFfh-
BHMwSM_vt_N-h2pEAE

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/
re-gen-uk-construction-3236a114a_
essexhousingawards-constructionexcellence-
activity-7386036581402595328-6dS6?utm_
source=share&utm_medium=member_
desktop&rcm=ACoAABvSTRMB32eCbFfh-
BHMwSM_vt_N-h2pEAE

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/richard-jackson-
limited_essexhousingawards-housingsector-
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